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LONDON. BONN, ROME, BRUSSELS FOR EMBASSY AND FAA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH CONTROLLERS WORK-TO-RULE SLOWDOWN 
REF: PARIS 28034 AND PREVIOUS (NOTAL) 

1 . TRAFFIC DELAY AT CHARLES DE GAULLE AND ORLY AIRPORTS 
IS WORSENING AND SEVERAL FLIGHTS TO AND FROM SPAIN, 
PORTUGAL AND NORTH AFRICA ARE EXPERIENCING DELAYS RANG- 
ING FROM THREE TO EIGHT HOURS. TWA'S WORST DELAY SO FAR 
ON A WESTBOUND FLIGHT OUT OF PARIS WAS THREE HOURS. 

AT THE MOMENT, THERE IS NO INDICATION OF RESUMPTION 
OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN CONTROLLER UNIONS AND THE TRANS- 
PORT MINISTER. THERE IS STILL A DEADLOCK OVER WAGES, 
PERSONNEL AND MORE ADEQUATE AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL EQUIP- 
MENT. 
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2. COMMENT: REGARDING AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL EQUIPMENT, 
VISITING FAA EXPERTS HAVE ON OCCASIONS COMMENTED THAT 
THE CENTER AT ATHIS MONS (PARIS REGION) WAS ONE OF THE 
BEST EQUIPPED IN THE WORLD, IN SOME RESPECTS BETTER THAN 
IN THE UNITED STATES. THIS ASSESSMENT WAS CONFIRMED BY 
JEAN-MARIE GIRAUD, THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF AIR NAVIGATION, 
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IN A CONVERSATION WITH OUR FAA REPRESENTATIVE. IN HIS 
VIEW, THE CLAIM BY THE CONTROLLERS UNION REGARDING ANTI- 
QUATED ATC EQUIPMENT (ALMOST ENTIRELY FRENCH 
ANUFACTURED) IS TOTALLY UNFOUNDED AND MERELY AN EXCUSE 
IN SUPPORT OF CLAIMS FOR HIGHER PAY AND FRINGE BENEFITS 
SUCH AS A FIFTH WEEK OF ANNUAL LEAVE. 

3. THE TECHNICAL ADEQUACY OF THE OTHER THREE ATC 
CENTERS IS UNKNOWN. HOWEVER. THE BREST CENTER, WHICH 
HANDLES MOST TRANSATLANTIC FLIGHTS, IS IN OPERATION 
ONLY ONE YEAR AND PRESUMABLY HAS BEEN SUPPLIED WITH THE 
LATEST EQUIPMENT. IT IS ALSO CONCEIVABLE THAT THE PARIS 
CENTER, DUE TO ITS CONVENIENT LOCATION AND HIGHEST ACTI- 
VITY MAY BE THE TEST CENTER FOR THE LATEST EQUIPMENT 

IN PREFERENCE TO BORDEAUX AND MARSEILLE. THE LATTER 
CENTERS ARE IN FACT THOSE MAKING THE LOUDEST CLAIM FOR 
MODERNIZATION AND I INSTIGATING THE WORK SLOWDOWN. 

4. MR. GIRAUD ALSO POINTED OUT THAT ALL CONTROLLERS 
WANT TO TAKE LEAVE IN THE SUMMER DURIING PEAK ACTIVITY. 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN ENFORCING A TWENTY PER CENT 
MAXIMUM ABSENTEEISM RULE. AS A RESULT, EIGHTY PER CENT 
O THE CONTROLLERS HAVE TO HANDLEE A VOLUME OF TRAFIC 
DOUBLE THAT OF THE WINTER MONTHS WHEN 100 PER CENT OF 
THE CONTROLLERS ARE AVAILABLE. ACCORDING TO GIRAUD, THE 
CONTROLLERS ARE NOT AGREEABLE TO STAGGERING THEIR LEAVE 
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OVER THE WHOLE YEAR. THIS ACCOUNTS FOR THE DIIFICULT 
SITUATION DURING SUMMER PEAKS. 

HARTMAN 
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